
Debate!!! 
Argue For! Argue Against! 
Issues in the early chapters of  I Know 

Why the Caged Bird Sings  Chpts 1-5 

 



Maya’s parents should be in jail for 

sending a 3 and 4 year old off.  

Argue For Argue Against 

 



Momma should be mad at the 

sitter who dropped Willie. 

Argue For 
 

Argue Against 

 



Maya has every right to be 

racist towards white people. 
Argue For Argue Against 



Momma should have stood up to the 

“powhitetrash” girls.  
Argue For 

 

Argue Against 

 





Uncle Willy and Momma should be grateful 

that the “used-to-be-sheriff ” warned them 

about the KKK coming.  

Argue For Argue Against 


